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About Audubon

415
community 
chapters 

800+
staff

1.9M
members and 
supporters 

11
countries 
where 

Audubon 

works

Chilean Flamingo. Photo: Peter Cavanagh

15 state and 

regional U.S. offices

31 conservation 

action centers

29 sanctuaries



3Hermit Thrush | Ann Kramer



Migration journeys. Bird Migration Explorer

Migratory birds 
connect us
to faraway places 
across the world



An unprecedented partnership
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Data provided by numerous tracking data 
holders. Map produced by Audubon

AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN

Data provided by USGS Bird Banding 
Laboratory, Motus, and Bird Genoscape Project. 
Map produced by Audubon

Data and map provided by Cornell Lab of Ornithology

AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN

Connectivity: 
Banding, Motus, Genetics

4.2 million connections

386 species

Tracking

9,300 individuals of

184 species

Ebird Status 
Abundance 
& Ranges

443 species

Consolidation of data for 458 Species

Birdlife 
International 
Ranges

458 species



Bird Migration Explorer homepage

Bird Migration Explorer 
(English) birdmigrationexplorer.org

ExplorAves 
(Spanish) exploraves.org



Bird Migration Explorer Demo

Eastern Bluebird | Paul Lesko 8





10

Swainson’s Thrush migration



Swainson’s Thrush & forest management
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Mapping nature-based solutions
Wood Duck | Franklin Abbott
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Climate Strongholds: Mapping Priority Areas for 

Birds under climate change

Projections

Wood Thrush

Forest Climate Strongholds: 287 forest bird species 



Mapping priority areas for biodiversity and climate 
mitigation in forests

Maintain existing forests Restore degraded forests

15



Mapping priority areas for biodiversity and climate 

mitigation
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Birds as indicators for measuring 
biodiversity impact
Western Tanager | Jared Klinger
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The Bird Friendliness Index: Making conservation 
accountable by measuring impacts of management 
actions.



Audubon's Bird-
Friendliness Index (BFI) 
shows that 
Conservation Ranching 
is benefitting grassland 
and aridland birds

Mean BFI on 
Conservation 
Ranches: 
0.53 (0.52, 0.55)



Audubon's Bird-Friendliness 
Index (BFI) shows that 
Conservation Ranching is 
benefitting grassland and 
aridland birds

8.4% BFI increase 
on ACR ranches annually

76% BFI increase 
on ACR ranches from 

2016-2023
■ ACR Ranches   ■ All Other Rangeland Habitats



Bird-friendly forests
Swainson’sThrush | Mathew Malwitz
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States and regions with 
bird-friendly forestry 

programs

New York

Connecticut

North Carolina

South Carolina

Delta

Upper Mississippi
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Studying Bird Habitat Associations –  Mississippi 
River Bottomlands

American Redstart | Mathew Malwetz. 2020

In Development: 

Bottomlands Forestry-for-Birds Manual



Key take-
aways

Birds and maps are powerful tools for 

communicating the need for collaborative 

conservation across the hemisphere

Bird conservation aligns with nature-based 

solutions are a tool for climate mitigation

Birds are responsive indicators of 

conservation impact through metrics like the 

Bird Friendliness Index

Bird-friendly forestry is a mechanism for 

incorporating biodiversity outcomes into 

working lands 



Thank you!
C HA D. WI LSEY@ AU DU BON . ORG

 C HA DW IL SEY

Prothonontary Warbler | Donald Wuori
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