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INITIATIVE

SUSTAINABILITY THROUGH FOREST
FOCUSED COLLABORATION

SFI GOVERNANCE REFLECTS DIVERSITY OF INTERESTS IN THE FOREST
AND CONSERVATION SECTOR

e Governance of SFlis structured purposefully to ensure equal voting power to
environmental, social, and economic sectors.

e SFlisgoverned by a Board of Directors comprised of 18 individuals across three
sectors: six members from the environmental sector, six members from the social
sector, and six members from the economic sector.

e Board members include executive-level individuals of conservation organizations,
academic institutions, Indigenous/tribal entities, family forest owners, public officials,
labor, and the forest products industry.

e The SFI Board approves the SFI Standards following a multi-layered, robust, and
transparent process of standards development, technical review, and consultation.

SFI STANDARDS: RIGOROUS, INCLUSIVE AND TRANSPARENT CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT PROCESS

e The SFl standards have gone through multiple revisions e Toensure full transparency, all comments from the
over the past 25 years, with the most recent revision 1st comment period and 2nd comment period, and
having produced the 2022 SFI Standards. explanations as to how the comments are addressed,

e During the revision period, there were two 60-day are posted on SFI's website.

public consultation periods, open to anyone interested e Further, a separate group called the External Review
in providing feedback on SFI’s then existing Standards Panel (ERP) provides ongoing, independent review

or the Standards under development. Nearly 2,300 of SFI and its work. This panel is made up of non-
individuals and organizations participated in this open economic, non-industry external experts. The ERP
process by submitting comments and/or participating monitors the SFI standard revision process and reviews
in 10 theme-based webinars (e.g., biodiversity). every public comment submitted to ensure that the

revision process is transparent and objective and that
the comments were meaningfully addressed.

e |naddition, a diverse set of technical experts from
the conservation community, the forest products
industry, brand owners, private forest landowners and
public forest managers, government agencies, trade
associations, landowner associations, academia, and
others were part of Task Groups that reviewed all
comments submitted, and provided recommendations
to the SFI Board.



https://forests.org/board/
https://forests.org/new-sfi-2022-standards-updates/
https://forests.org/sfi-2022-standards-and-rules-revision-process/
https://forests.org/wp-content/uploads/ForestManagementTaskGroup.pdf
https://forests.org/board/
https://forests.org/wp-content/uploads/First-Round-2015-2019-SFI-Standard-Revision-Public-Comment-Survey_-FINAL-July-2020.pdf
https://forests.org/wp-content/uploads/Second_Public_Comment_Period_2022_Standards_Revision_Final.pdf
http://sfierp.org/
http://sfierp.org/

New requirements emerged from this transparent and open revision process, which cover many themes including but
not limited to climate smart forestry, fire resiliency and awareness, species management and recovery, and Indigenous
Peoples’ rights, recognition, and training. A summary of major enhancements, that resulted from this revision process,
is located in the following document.

SFI has multiple standards to provide important solutions to the long-term sustainability of our forests.
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and benefit from economies of scale.

There are over 360 million acres/145 million hectares
of SFl-certified forests in North America (see map),
and tens of millions of acres positively influenced by

the SFI Fiber Sourcing Standard.

Many different kinds of organizations are certified
to the SFI Forest Management Standard. These
organizations include conservation organizations
as well as organizations that manage public lands,

Certification
Module uses the
infrastructure
of SFI's Fiber

A NEW PATH FOR CONSULTING FORESTERS 10
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Sourcing standard
to find cost
effective ways for mills or wood-
procurement organizations to serve
as Group Managers and engage
small landowners in certification
under one group certificate.

Sustainability
Standard is for

organizations that
own, manage, or are
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responsible for urban
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ACRES 140 MILLION

HECTARES
CERTIFIED TO THE

SFI FOREST MANAGEMENT
STANDARD

AND MILLIONS MORE POSITIVELY INFLUENCED BY THE
SFI FIBER SOURCING STANDARD

private lands, lands managed and/or owned by
Indigenous Peoples, academically held/managed
lands, and smallholder lands.
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https://forests.org/chainofcustodystandard/
https://forests.org/chainofcustodystandard/
https://forests.org/chainofcustodystandard/
https://forests.org/forestmanagementstandard/
https://forests.org/forestmanagementstandard/
https://forests.org/forestmanagementstandard/
https://forests.org/wp-content/uploads/SFI_Standard_MajorEnhancements_FM_April_2021.pdf
https://forests.org/sfi-2022-standards/
https://forests.org/forestmanagementstandard/
https://forests.org/fibersourcingstandard/
https://forests.org/fibersourcingstandard/
https://forests.org/fibersourcingstandard/
https://forests.org/sfi-small-scale-module-for-indigenous-peoples-families/
https://forests.org/sfi-small-scale-module-for-indigenous-peoples-families/
https://forests.org/sfi-standard-small-land-groups/
https://forests.org/sfi-standard-small-land-groups/
https://forests.org/sfi-standard-small-land-groups/
https://forests.org/sfi-standard-small-land-groups/
https://forests.org/sfi-urban-forestry-standard/
https://forests.org/sfi-urban-forestry-standard/
https://forests.org/sfi-urban-forestry-standard/
https://forests.org/sfi-urban-forestry-standard/

INDIGENOUS RELATIONS

e  SFlis committed to building and promoting forest-
focused collaborations rooted in recognition and respect 34 U U U P EU P L E
for Indigenous Peoples’ rights and traditional knowledge. IN SF|-EERT|F|ED ORGANIZATIONS
View our Indigenous relations commitment. WERETRAINEDIN

e We firmly believe that inclusive, collaborative approaches A
to policy, program and relationship development lead to -2
real progress on the ground and a positive difference in '
people’s lives.

e The SFI Forest Management Standard is aligned with
Indigenous values, including rights, knowledge, and
environmental considerations.

e Today, b0+ Indigenous groups across Canada and the
U.S. work on over 4-million hectares/ 10-million acres of
land certified to SFI.

RECOGNIZING AND RESPECTING
e 34,000 people in SFl-certified organizations were trained
in recogiizi:g and respecting thegrights of Indigenous THE RIGHTS UF INDIGENUUS PEOPLES

Peoples since 2022. SINCE 2022

SFI STANDARDS: PERFORMANCE-BASED AND SYSTEM-BASED

e The SFI Standards include both systems-based performance requirements and prescriptive outcomes-based
performance requirements to achieve their objectives.

e Forexample, the SFI Forest Management Standard promotes “sustainable forestry” based on 13 Principles, 17
Objectives, 41 Performance Measures, and 114 Indicators. In some cases, Indicators take an outcomes-based
approach and impose binary, prescriptive requirements (e.g., indicators relating to reforestation, harvesting, protection
of biodiversity, and chemical use take a prescriptive based approach with specific prohibitions and/or metrics).

Other Indicators, by necessity, take a systems-based approach which allow some flexibility as to how to achieve the
Performance Measure, based on local variation. For greater certainty, systems-based Indicators still require specific
results to achieve the Performance Measure.
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https://forests.org/wp-content/uploads/SFI_Indig_RelationsStatement_Apr2021.pdf

CERTIFICATION TO THE SFI STANDARDS UNDERTAKEN BY
INDEPENDENT ACCREDITED CERTIFICATION BODIES

e While SFl sets the standard, independent, third party-accredited
certification bodies certify organizations to the SFI Standards.

e Acertificate isissued only after the independent certification body
determines a specific operation conforms to the SFI Standard’s
requirements.

e |naddition, annual surveillance audits by certification bodies are
mandatory on all certified operations to maintain certification.

e After a successful audit, public summaries are posted to the SFI website.
These summaries include general descriptions of conformities, non-
conformities, corrective action plans, opportunities for improvement, and
exceptional practices.

ACCREDITATION OF CERTIFICATION BODIES

e All certification bodies who conduct certification to the SFI Standards
must be accredited under ANSI-ASQ National Accreditation Board
(ANAB) or by the Standards Council of Canada (SCC).

e The accreditation (by ANAB or SCC) of certification bodies (such as KPMG,
NSF, etc.) ensures that the audits conducted by such certification bodies—
of organizations certified to SFl—are credible. This allows the market and
agencies to place reliance on the results of third-party certification.

CERTIFICATION COMPLAINTS PROCESS

e Anofficial complaints process is an important component of any legitimate
certification program. SFI’s official complaints process allows individuals
or organizations to make a complaint regarding the validity of a certification
to the SFI Standard. Each complaint is openly and independently
investigated.

e A complaint does not challenge the credibility or the content of the SFI
Standard, rather, it challenges the audit findings and the decision to grant
the certification.

e (Certification bodies are the first to investigate the complaint. If the findings
of the certification body do not satisfy the complainant, the complainant
can appeal to the accreditation body (ANAB and SCC) who perform an
independent final investigation and adjudication of the complaint.
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https://forests.org/independentcertificationbodies/
https://forests.org/standardauditsandreports/
https://forests.org/independentcertificationbodies/
https://anab.ansi.org/
https://www.scc.ca/
https://anab.ansi.org/
https://www.scc.ca/
https://forests.org/wp-content/uploads/2022_SFI_StandardsandRules_section12.pdf
https://forests.org/wp-content/uploads/2022_SFI_StandardsandRules_section12.pdf
https://anab.ansi.org/
https://www.scc.ca/

STRINGENT RULES GOVERN SFI REPRESENTATIONS AND
USE OF SFI ON-PRODUCT LABELS

Only certified organizations are eligible to use SFl on-product labels
and claims and make representations about being certified to SFI
Standards and can do so only in accordance with specific rules and
guidance.

SFI provides rules and guidance (including authorized
representations) that govern the kind of representations a certified
organization can make using SFI’s defined terms, with or without a
label.

SFI's labels and claims help consumers differentiate between
products based on a globally recognized standard of responsible
forest management and fiber sourcing. Among other matters, all SF|
labels must always include the SFI website as well as a unique label
ID number. The label ID number tracks the label user to ensure they
have a valid certification.

SFI STANDARD CONSERVATION OUTCOMES

SF certified lands store approximately 250,000 million metric tons (MMT) of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO,e). This
includes carbon stored in above-ground forest biomass (trees, shrubs) and in the underlying soils.

Over 730 billion cubic yards (559 billion cubic meters) of clean water flows through SFl-certified forests every year. That’s
enough to sustain Niagara Falls for more than seven years.

1 billion trees were planted across the U.S. and Canada by SFl-certified organizations in 2022.

Because of the SFI Standards’ training requirements, 96% of the fiber supplied to SFl-certified mills is delivered by
trained harvesting professionals, compared to 34% in 1995 before the SFI standard existed.

SFlis also quantifying the biodiversity maintained and recovered on the SFI footprint. SFI maintains a Conservation
Impact Sounding Board made up of a diversity of perspectives to help SFI determine the conservation values and
benefits associated with the footprint of lands certified to the SFI Standard. Below, are some of the findings achieved
through this work:

SFI'S CONSERVATION e Results of SFI's conservation impact

2 A T achieved over the past ten years are
I Y A E highlighted in SFI’s Conservation

A DECADE OF SUCCESS (i Impact: A Decade of Success.

CONTACT US

forests.org | info@forests.org
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https://forests.org/conservation-impact-project/
https://forests.org/conservation-impact-project/
https://forests.org/labelsandclaims/
https://forests.org/wp-content/uploads/2022_SFI_StandardsandRules_section6.pdf.
https://forests.org/labelsandclaims/
https://forests.org/forestmanagementstandard/
https://forests.org/fibersourcingstandard/
https://forests.org/wp-content/uploads/SFIs-Conservation-Impact-A-Decade-of-Success.pdf
https://forests.org/wp-content/uploads/SFIs-Conservation-Impact-A-Decade-of-Success.pdf
http://forests.org
mailto:info%40forests.org?subject=

