
EDUCATION STRATEGY: SFI will advance environmental education, forest literacy, 
and career pathways, using trees and forests as a window on the world.
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Aspiring EHS managers should:

GREEN JOB FACT SHEET
ENVIRONMENTAL, HEALTH & 
SAFETY MANAGER
Environmental, Health and Safety (EHS) Managers promote good working practices for employees. They 
lead systems, processes, and procedures that promote a positive safety culture and collaborate with local 
leadership to execute all local, state, and federal regulatory requirements and company EHS programs.

THE BIG PICTURE 
EHS managers promote good working practices for 
employees by:
• Training employees in safety regulations and 

procedures.
• Ensuring the workplace complies with regulatory 

requirements.
• Managing processes to deliver sustainability goals 

and initiatives.

FUTURE HIRING DEMAND
The Bureau of Labor Statistics is projecting employment 
of environmental scientists and specialists, environmental 
science and protection technicians, and occupational 
health and safety specialists and technicians to all grow 
between 5-6% from 2021 to 2031.

The U.S. average starting annual salary is $72,000 or 
$34.62/hour and the U.S. median annual salary is $85,905 
or $41.30/hour.

Earn at least a bachelor’s degree in a technical field. 
Bachelor’s degrees in occupational safety, environmental 
health and safety management, environmental science, 
natural sciences, or biological science are especially helpful. 
Gain EHS experience in a manufacturing or industrial 
environment, as most openings require this.
Explore internships or co-ops, which are a great way to gain 
experience while completing required coursework.

MOVING
FORWARD

• Strong verbal communication skills are critical for 
EHS managers when explaining safety regulations, 
conducting incident investigations, performing 
training, and participating in production meetings. 
They also need to collaborate and build strong 
relationships with coworkers.

• EHS managers have an aptitude for organization, 
prioritization, and managing multiple tasks.

• Being dependable with strong ethics or principles 
is important for EHS managers. 

DO YOU HAVE STRONG COMMUNICATION 
SKILLS AND INTEGRITY? DO YOU ENJOY 
EXPLAINING THINGS TO OTHERS AND 
INFLUENCING PLANS? DO YOU CARE ABOUT 
SUSTAINABILITY?

IS THIS CAREER RIGHT FOR YOU? 

For more about green jobs, visit 
www.plt.org/workingforforests

The paper and wood products industry has quantifiable 
sustainability goals. Better Practices, Better Planet 
2030 showcases a commitment to manufacture 
sustainable products for a sustainable future.

CONSIDER A #CAREERINCORRUGATED 

IS THIS CAREER RIGHT FOR YOU? Aspiring machine operators should:

GREEN JOB FACT SHEET
MACHINE OPERATOR
Machine operators are responsible for assisting in all activities associated with safely running 
industry equipment, including setup, operation, and cleanup. They also may be responsible for 
equipment troubleshooting, maintenance, and quality control.

THE BIG PICTURE 
Machine operators are responsible for:
• Operating industry equipment safely and efficiently.
• Understanding the process for set up, operation, and 

clean up for a variety of equipment in the corrugated 
packaging industry.

• Conducting maintenance and troubleshooting 
techniques to ensure machinery runs properly.

FUTURE HIRING DEMAND
Overall employment of material moving machine 
operators is projected to grow 3% from 2023 to 2033, 
about as fast as the average for all occupations.

The U.S. average starting annual salary is $47,622 or 
$22.90/hour and the U.S. median annual salary is $57,533 
or $27.66/hour.

Earn a high school diploma or GED.
Consider a machine operator position if you’re not certain 
which field of industry you’d like to specialize in. This is a 
great job that can offer growth and educational opportunities, 
tuition reimbursement, on-the-job training, etc.
Continue your education by obtaining relevant certifications 
like the Certified Machinist or OSHA 10-Hour Safety Training.

MOVING
FORWARD

• Machine operators are able to use critical thinking 
skills to identify problems and implement solutions 
in a timely manner.

• Following safety rules and guidelines is important 
for machine operators.

• Machine operators can read and interpret 
technical documents and are comfortable with 
computers and technology.

DO YOU HAVE A STRONG MECHANICAL 
APTITUDE? ARE YOU ABLE TO MULTITASK AND 
REMAIN FLEXIBLE IN THE WORKPLACE? DO 
YOU PRIORITIZE SAFETY? ARE YOU RELIABLE?

For more about green jobs, visit 
www.plt.org/workingforforests

In 2022, the corrugated industry manufactured 401 
billion square feet of materials used to make boxes, 
displays, and other corrugated packaging. This 
equated to 40 billion packages that safely shipped 
and protected food, clothing, and durable goods for 
delivery to millions of global customers.

CONSIDER A #CAREERINCORRUGATED 

IS THIS CAREER RIGHT FOR YOU? Aspiring designers should:

GREEN JOB FACT SHEET
PACKAGING GRAPHIC 
DESIGNER
Graphic designers are visual storytellers who illustrate information by hand and with the help of 
computer software. Graphic designers collaborate to create designs for new products, redesign 
packaging for existing products, and develop new uses for existing packages. 

THE BIG PICTURE 
Designers develop optimal design solutions that will draw 
consumer attention to help brands get results in the 
marketplace. It is the designer’s responsibility to:
• Analyze customer needs and research innovations to 

add value.
• Create attractive and functional packaging.

FUTURE HIRING DEMAND
The Bureau of Labor Statistics projects 2.5% employment 
growth for graphic designers between 2023 and 2033. In 
that period, an estimated 6,600 jobs should open.

The U.S. average starting annual salary is $65,000 or 
$31.25/hour and the U.S. median annual salary is $95,000 
or $45.67/hour. 

Earn an associate’s or bachelor’s degree in graphic design, 
art, engineering, or packaging.
Explore internships or co-ops, which are a great way to gain 
experience while completing required coursework. Certain 
universities across the U.S. and Canada offer degrees 
related specifically to packaging and graphic design.

MOVING
FORWARD

• Graphic designers need to be creative to design 
packaging that meets customer needs and 
expectations. 

• Graphic designers work closely with several other 
parties, making collaboration an essential skill.

• The ability to drive multiple projects and meet 
deadlines in a fast-paced environment is important 
for graphic designers.

• Graphic designers use computer aided design 
(CAD) and 3D design tools to create detailed 
renderings of their designs and the files that 
manufacturers use to produce the physical 
packaging.

DO YOU LIKE TO BE CREATIVE? DO YOU ENJOY 
COLLABORATION? DO YOU LIKE TO WORK IN 
FAST-PACED ENVIRONMENTS? 

For more about green jobs, visit 
www.plt.org/workingforforests

The corrugated packaging industry prioritizes 
sustainability through science-based goals and 
innovation. The industry remains committed to making 
positive changes for our world by setting sustainability 
goals and tracking progress through industry-wide Life 
Cycle Assessments (LCAs). 

CONSIDER A #CAREERINCORRUGATED 

WITH A FREE ONLINE COURSE 
FOREST LITERACY: UNDERSTANDING 
THE VALUES OF TREES, FORESTS, 
AND SUSTAINABILITY 

TO INCREASE YOUTH AWARENESS OF 
CORRUGATED INDUSTRY CAREERS

150 MILLION 150 MILLION 
STUDENTS INSTUDENTS IN

REACHING NEARLY

YEARS1976-2026

1.6 MILLION STUDENTS1.6 MILLION STUDENTS

NEARLY 150 FOREST PRODUCTS EXHIBITS
were distributed to National and state 
foresters, USFS, visitor centers and PLT 
education partners nationwide in advance 
of 2025 national forest products week

THANK YOU TO THE FOREST SECTOR FOR FUNDING STATE PLT WORKSHOPS
REACHING EDUCATORS IN ALABAMA, 
LOUISIANA, MISSISSIPPI, MAINE,  
SOUTH CAROLINA, AND ALBERTA

PLT PARTNERED WITH THE INTERNATIONAL 
CORRUGATED PACKAGING FOUNDATION


