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CLIMATE-SMART FORESTRY
Forests play an essential role in limiting climate
change, and Climate Smart Forestry (CSF) is a
term being used broadly by practitioners,
policymakers, and forest managers. In fact, the
SFI Forest Management Standard has new
requirements for CSF and fire resilience and
awareness.

We're thrilled that SFI's Chief Conservation
Officer Lauren Cooper has co-authored a
research paper Climate-Smart Forestry: Promise and risks for forests, society, and
climate, which proposes enhancing a working definition of Climate-Smart Forestry.

NEW SFI STANDARD READY FOR URBAN AND
COMMUNITY FORESTS
The New SFI Standard will contribute to the resiliency
and sustainability of our communities, using trees and
forests as natural solutions to improve human health and
address the challenge of climate change.

We look forward to raising awareness to achieve
certifications to the new SFI Standard among
municipalities, universities, corporate campuses, and
others. Download the SFI Urban and Community
Forest Sustainability Standard (aussi disponible en
français y en español.)

Thank you to our partners: American Forests, Arbor Day
Foundation, the International Society of Arboriculture, the
Society of Municipal Arborists, and Tree Canada, as well as the SFI Urban and
Community Forest Sustainability Standard Development Task Group, who
collaborated to develop the Standard.

TOGETHER FOR BIRDS
SFI and Project Learning Tree (PLT) collaborated with the
American Bird Conservancy (ABC) to develop an activity
collection for audiences working with elementary school-
age students.

This new resource, Together for Birds, was released May
12 in conjunction with World Migratory Bird Day. We hope
you access this resource and help share it across your
organization and in your communities. 

Get your free copy before the end of the year!

EXPLORE PLT CANADA’S NEW CLIMATE
CHANGE & FORESTS E-UNIT
Project Learning Tree Canada’s (PLT Canada) new online
educational resource, Climate Change and Forests:
From Seed to Carbon Sink, supports educators and
natural resource professionals in teaching high school
students about how sustainably managed forests are
among one of the most important strategies for addressing
climate change.

Engaging, group-based activities demonstrate how climate-
smart forestry supports climate action, encourage students
to identify individual, collective, and systemic strategies to reduce our carbon footprint,
highlight how green jobs can address climate change, and much more.
 
Educators and natural resources professionals can lead individual activities as stand-
alone investigations or move from beginning to end and easily incorporate activities into
other units of study across a broad range of subjects. Buy the digital curriculum for
$34.99 CAD.

MIISUN INTEGRATED NATURAL
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMPANY
SPOTLIGHT
For over a decade, Miitigoog Limited
Partnership has brought together First Nations
and the forestry sector to sustainably manage
the Kenora, Ontario Forests.

Miitigoog exemplifies what a strong working
relationship between First Nations and the
forest sector can achieve and proves that long-
term investments in relationship building and
trust can lead to meaningful outcomes for the
forest and Indigenous Peoples. Hear more from
Miitigoog members in this video spotlight.

INDIGENOUS RIGHTS AND
RELATIONSHIP BUILDING IN THE
FOREST SECTOR
Grow your understanding of Indigenous Peoples’
rights and learn how to build respectful forest-
focused relationships with Indigenous Peoples and
communities with PLT Canada's nine eUnits,
developed with Sault College.

These courses cover many topics relevant to students, forest sector employees,
educators, and more. See Objective 8, Recognize and Respect Indigenous Peoples’
Rights, in the 2022 SFI Forest Management Standard. Use the code SFI40 for 40% off
all courses and bundles!

WILDFIRE MANAGEMENT AND
INDIGENOUS CULTURAL BURNS:
SYNERGIES, CONFLICTS, AND SHARED
VISION FOR RESILIENT LANDSCAPES
Daniella (Jia Lu) Zhang attended the 2023
SFI/PEFC Annual Conference as a sponsored
member of a delegation of 41 students and young
professionals from all around the world. 

The focus on Indigenous rights and reconciliation through adaptive co-management of
forest resources was the most exciting topic for her, highlighting the important role of
Indigenous communities in maintaining resilient landscapes and the opportunity to adapt
Indigenous Traditional Ecological Knowledge in how we carry out wildfire management in
our communities. Read more.

We had more than 200 students and young professionals apply to attend the conference, so please
consider sponsoring next year in Atlanta, June 4-6, 2024!

FACING FIRSTS WITH MENTORSHIP
As a first-generation college student, Jah’Niya
Myers continually faces a number of firsts. But
when she was matched with her PLT green
mentor, Lydia Kidane, PLT’s Education Programs
Coordinator, she found someone who could
relate.

Read a story of impact about how the Green
Mentor Program is operating and making a
difference in the United States.

APPLY FOR PLT CANADA'S GREEN
MENTOR PROGRAM
Applications for the 2023 Canadian cohort are
open! We're counting on our network located
in Canada to sign up and mentor youth to help
them identify green career paths.

Become a mentor to help foster the growth of
your sector, share knowledge, recruit employees,
and more! Apply now.
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